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by the banks of a small river. The Ojibways were unfor-
tunately discovered by a party of buffalo hunters who
were scouring the prairie on horseback, and their presence
was immediately reported to the grand encampment, whose
warriors prepared to turn out in irresistible numbers
against them. It was useless for them to think of flight,
for their enemy, being on horseback, would soon overtake
and surround them. They could but sell their lives as
dearly as possible.

The leader lost not his presence of mind, thongh perfectly
satisfied that the fate of his party was fully sealed. Ad-
dressing a few words of encouragement to his warriors, he
led them to a small clump of poplar trees which grew on a
knoll on the prairie, in plain view of the Dakota encamp-
ment. Here, they each dug a hole in the ground, from
which they determined to keep up the fight with their
numerous enemies, as long as their ammunition might last.
They had hardly finished their preparations, when the Da-
kota warriors made their appearance in a formidable array
on the open prairie. They were fully painted and dressed
for battle, and a large number were on horseback, who
quickly rode forward and completely surrounded the knoll
of trees in which the Ojibways had taken shelter. The
battle commenced, and lasted without intermission till
midday, the Dakotas suffering a severe loss from the un-
erring aim of their desperate enemies, who threw not a
single shot away. So well were they posted, that it was
impossible to approach or dislodge them. At last their
scanty supply of ammunition gave out, and the Dakotas
discovering it by the slackening of their fire, and by one
of their number being wounded with a stone which an
Ojibway had substituted in his gun for a bullet, a simul-
taneous rush was made on them, and after a short hand to
hand struggle, the sixteen Pillager warriors, with but one
exception, were killed. This one, named Bug-aun-auk, re-



